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course has been taken by the Bolsheviks in Russia,   In spite of
the rather unfavourable impression we may have conceived of
the internationalism of men like Renner, there is no reason to
doubt that the Austrian Socialist movement could have found
political representatives capable of putting their conceptions of
social equality before a narrow conception of national interest.
But when such revolutionary solutions were excluded by
the general nature of the post-igi8 settlement, the only way of
righting the social wrongs done to the Czech people was the
establishment of a state which would deliberately favour the
national Czech bank against the branch of the hitherto dominant
Viennese bank,   If the " sanctity of private property " made it
just to pay compensation in the course of land reform, only a
Czech national state would ensure that the Czech peasant was
not unduly burdened in the course of winning his independence from
the German or Magyar landlord.   Even if the land reform were
to be executed with full impartiality as between Czechs and
Germans, and without any bias but a social one in favour of the
peasant as against the landlord, the very fact that Germans,
including so-called Socialists, regarded the social status quo of
their nationality as something sacrosanct was bound to result in
a belief that social justice meant national wrong.   Favourable
conditions for cultural development such as the Sudeten Germans
certainly enjoyed in the Czechoslovak Republic could not change
this fundamental position, although cultural oppression of national
minoritiesl might further complicate the issue.   It was given to
no one to liquidate the Hapsburg inheritance without struggle :
anyone who disliked social struggles had to enter on a national
struggle for life or death.
1 As certainly developed in some of the Succession States formed on the dissolution of the Dual Monarchy.